
CONTROVERSY OVER THE TREATY OF PEACE 

- Far more controversial than the war itself were the terms of the treaty of peace signed in Paris on Dec. 10, 1898 

1. It provided for recognition of Cuban independence 

2. It provided for U.S. acquisition of two Spanish islands: Puerto Rico in the Caribbean and Guam in the Pacific 

3. It provided for U.S. acquisition of the Philippines in return for payment to Spain of $20 million 

- Since the purpose of the U.S. war effort was to liberate Cuba, Americans accepted this provision of the treaty 

- Americans were not prepared for the idea of taking over a large Pacific island nation, the Philippines 

 

 THE PHILIPPINE QUESTION 

- Controversy over the Philippine question took many months longer to resolve than the brief war with Spain 

- Congress & the public became divided between imperialist who favored annexing the Philippines and anti-imperialists who opposed it 

- In the Senate, where a 2/3 vote was required to ratify the Treaty of Paris, anti-imperialists were determined to defeat the treaty because of its 

provision for taking over the Philippines 

- Anti-imperialists said, for the first time, the U.S. would be taking possession of a populated area whose people were a different race & culture 

- Anti-imperialists said this violated the principles of the Declaration of Independence by depriving Filipinos of the right to life, liberty, & the 

pursuit of happiness, and would entangle the U.S. in the political conflicts of Asia 

- Feb.6, 1899, the imperialists prevailed & the Treaty of Paris (& Philippine annexation) was ratified by a vote of 57 to 27 as the anti-imperialists 

fell just two votes short of defeating the treaty 

- The people of the Philippines were outraged that their hopes for national independence from Spain were now being denied by the U.S. 

- Filipino nationalist leader Emilio Aguinaldo had fought alongside U.S. troops during the Spanish-American War, & now he led guerrilla fighters 

in a war against U.S. control…It took U.S. troops 3 years & cost thousands of lives on both sides before the insurrection finally ended in 1902 

 

 OTHER RESULTS OF THE WAR 

- Imperialism remained a major issue in the U.S. even after the ratification of the Treaty of Paris 

- An Anti-Imperialist League, led by William Jennings Bryan, rallied opposition to further acts of expansion in the Pacific 

 

 INSULAR CASES 

- One question concerned the constitutional rights of the Philippine people: Did the Constitution follow the flag? 

- Did the provisions of the U.S. Constitution apply to whatever territories fell under U.S. control, including the Philippines & Puerto Rico? 

- Bryan & other anti-imperialists argued in the affirmative, while leading imperialist argued in the negative 

- The issue was resolved in favor of the imperialists in a series of Supreme Court cases (1901-1903) known as the insular (island) cases 

- The Court ruled that constitutional rights were not automatically extended to territorial possessions & the power to decide whether or not to 

grant such rights belonged to Congress 

 

 CUBA AND THE PLATT AMENDMENT (1901) 

- The Teller Amendment to the war resolution of 1898 had guaranteed U.S. respect for Cuba's sovereignty as an independent nation 

- Nevertheless, U.S. troops remained in Cuba from 1898 until 1901 

- In 1901, Congress made the withdrawal of troops conditional upon Cuba's acceptance of certain terms 

- These terms were included in an amendment to an army appropriations bill: The Platt Amendment of 1901  

- Bitterly resented by Cuban nationalists, the Platt Amendment required Cuba to agree to: 

1. Never to sign a treaty with a foreign power that impaired its independence & for Cuba to never build up a big public debt 

2. To permit the U.S. to intervene in Cuba's affairs to preserve its independence & maintain law & order  

3. To allow the U.S. to maintain naval bases in Cuba, including one at Guantanamo Bay 

- A Cuban convention reluctantly accepted these terms, adding them to its country's new constitution 

- The Platt Amendment made Cuba a U.S. protectorate; meaning its foreign policy would be, for many years, subject to U.S. oversight & control 

 

 THE 1900 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 

- Republicans re-nominated President McKinley along with war hero and NY Governor Theodore Roosevelt for vice president 

- Democrats, as they had in 1896, nominated William Jennings Bryan, who again argued for free silver 

- With most Americans accepting the recently enacted gold standard, Bryan vigorously attacked the growth of American imperialism 

- While many Americans questioned imperialism, they saw the new territory & the Philippines acquired during the war as an accomplished fact 

- The main issue was the growing national economic prosperity, which convinced voters to give McKinley a larger margin of victory than in 1896 

 

 RECOGNITION OF U.S. POWER 

- One positive consequence of the Spanish-American War was its effect on the way Americans & Europeans thought about U.S. power 

- The big U.S. victory in the war willed Americans with national pride as southerners became more attacked to the Union after the Civil War 

- France, Britain, & European nations recognized the U.S. was a power with a strong navy & a willingness to take an active role in foreign affairs 



OPEN DOOR POLICY IN CHINA 

 

- Europeans were further impressed by U.S. involvement in global politics as a result of John Hay's policies toward China 

- As McKinley's Sec. of State, Hay was alarmed that the Chinese empire, weakened by political corruption and failure to modernize, was falling 

under the control of various outside powers 

- In the 1890s, Russia, Japan, Great Britain, France, and Germany had all established spheres of influence in China, meaning that they could 

dominate trade and investment within their sphere (a particular port or region of China) and shut out competitors 

- To prevent the U.S. from losing access to the rich China trade, Sec. Hay sent a diplomatic note in 1899 to nations holding spheres of influence 

- He asked them to accept the concept of an Open Door, by which all nations would have equal trading privileges in China 

- The replies to Hay's note were evasive, but because no nation rejected the concept, Hay declared that all had accepted the Open Door policy 

- The press hailed Hay's initiative as a diplomatic triumph 

 

 BOXER REBELLION 

- As the 19th century ended, nationalism and xenophobia (hatred & fear of foreigners) were on the rise in China 

- In 1900, a secret society of Chinese nationalists-the Society of Harmonious Fists, or Boxers-attacked foreign settlements & murdered dozens 

of Christian missionaries 

- To protect American lives and property, U.S. troops participated in an international force that marched into Peking (Beijing) and quickly 

succeeded in crushing the rebellion of the Boxers 

- China was forced to pay a huge sum in indemnities, which further weakened the imperial regime 

 

 SECRETARY OF STATE HAY'S SECOND ROUND OF NOTES 

- Sec. of State Hay feared that the expeditionary force in China might attempt to occupy the country and destroy its independence 

- In 1900, Sec. of State Hay wrote a second note to the imperialistic powers stating U.S. commitment to preserve China's territorial integrity as 

well as safeguard "equal and impartial trade with all parts of the Chinese empire." 

- Hay's first and second notes set U.S. policy on China for the administrations of McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt & future presidents as well 

- In the 1930s, this Open Door policy for China would strongly influence U.S relations with Japan 

- Hay's notes in themselves did not deter other nations from exploiting the situation in China 

- For the moment, European powers were kept from grabbing larger pieces of China by the political rivalries among themselves 

 


