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What is school for?  It’s to help kids be smart. And what is the best tool for that? Teachers would 

probably say it was a textbook, but it’s not. Math teachers will say it is a calculator and English teachers 

think it is a novel. Parents probably think it is attendance, but it isn’t any of these things. The best tool 

for helping students is a cell phone.  

There is a reason that most cell phones sold now are called smart phones. They can do just about 

anything. They can be textbooks, calculators, novels and organizers all in one little package. What else 

would a student need?  

Last year when my social studies class went on a field trip to Mill Springs Battlefield, I had the flu. A 

couple of my friends texted me from the battlefield and told me what they were doing and sent me 

pictures of General Zollicoffer’s tree where he died. It was almost like being there. So cell phones can 

give students who are absent on special trips, a way to not miss a thing.  

Cell phones are also lightweight and easy to carry around. My dad weighed my backpack last year and it 

weighed 33 pounds.  A cell phone weighs less than one pound and can fit in your pocket. We can stop 

worrying about hurting our backs with all those heavy books. But if we don’t have our books, what will 

do? All of our books could be on our phones. When students read things on their phones, they have a 

chance to look things up they don’t understand, watch a video about the topic, and highlight the 

important parts. You can’t do that with a regular book. 

I know that every student doesn’t have a cell phone, but they could. The school should provide phones 

for everyone. It would be cheaper than buying textbooks and making copies. Not only would it save 

money, it would be something students would be glad to have and they would take care of it. If they 

didn’t, then they would have to pay to fix it.  

Smart phones are only getting smarter, shouldn’t we do the same? Whether we’re reading and taking 

notes from a science book, making a video for arts and humanities or watching the biography of Martin 

Luther King, Jr., cell phones can do it all. Doesn’t it just make sense to join the future? 

 


