
United States History Chapter 4 A Struggle for Power: 1700-1763 

 

- The 1700s in America involved more change for the colonists and Great Britain 

- The colonists began to appreciate doing things for themselves even though Great Britain wanted to control the colonies 

- At the same time, problems developed with the American Indians and the French over land to the west 

- Over the next few days, we will learn about these struggles for power 

 

 Goals for Learning 

1. To describe colonial trade practices 

2. To identify the problems over land that developed between the French and British 

3. To describe how well the French and British were prepared for war 

4. To identify the major battles of the French and Indian War 

5. To explain how the French and Indian War affected control of land and power in the colonies 

 

 Thought Provoker: 

* Why do you think freedom and independence were so important to the colonists? 

 

Independent Trade in the Colonies 

 Life of a farmer 

- Colonists took pride in what they did 

- Clearing the land, building homes, and producing goods were important developments 

- Farming became people's main work as families raised _____________ and _______________ for their food 

- Most farm families made their own _____________, _________________, and __________________ 

- The colonists were showing their ability to take care of themselves, or independence 

- With independence came a love of freedom and a strong sense of _______________________ 

 

 John Peter Zenger and Freedom of the Press 

- When New York publisher John Peter Zenger printed articles against the royal ________________ in 1734, he was arrested 

- He was pronounced _________, because he was telling the truth, even though he was printing articles against the government 

- This case established the idea of _________________ of the _____________ in America 

 

 Colonists make progress 

- As more and larger towns were built among the farms, colonists started sharing news and ideas with their neighbors 

- They held town meetings to pass laws, to set taxes to help their _____________, & to select delegates, which were people 

who served in their ______________________ 

- A legislature is a group of people elected to make laws that started working together to provide goods and services 

- __________________ and __________________ were started 

- Colonial writers, painters, and musicians added much to the cultural life of the people 

- Colonists became aware of their own progress, which was separate from the advances of the countries from which they came 

- However, they came to realize that in order to grow, they needed to __________________ beyond the shores of America 

 

 What was Mercantilism? 

- As the lives of the colonists became more complex, their need to trade with other countries increased 

- However, ______________________ would not allow the colonies to trade with whomever they wished 

- Laws had been passed earlier to control colonial _______________ 

- The practice of regulating colonial trade for the profit of the home country was called ______________________ 

- Great Britain was not the only country that practiced mercantilism 

- France, the Netherlands, Spain, and Austria also used this policy to ________________ from their settlements in America 

- Great Britain intended to make a profit from the trading the American colonies did 

- The American colonies did not want controls that would benefit the ______________________ 

- They set out to find ways to trade on their own 



 Triangular Trade in the Colonies 

- A trade triangle was formed among Africa, the West Indies, and New England 

- This triangular trade was outside of British control, so it made more money for the ____________________ 

- Trade continued until Great Britain began to _______________ the ______________ for colonial trade 

- The increasing colonial businesses and trade gave more jobs and opportunities to the _____________________ 

- A spirit of ____________________ was growing 

- Many colonists lost the feeling that they were living in ____________ ___________ 

- People from different countries-Sweden, the Netherlands, Germany, and Ireland-were increasing in number 

- They felt no need to be led by __________________________ 

- Freedom provided a better life and a desire for more independence 

 

 Who were the Victims of Triangular Trade? 

- Countless American Indians were victims of Europeans who claimed tribal lands and forced them from their homes 

- With the growth of the colonies, American Indians were pushed farther and farther _________________ 

- The other group harmed for the gain of the European colonists was ________________ 

- As part of the triangular trade involving Africa, people from that continent were treated as _____________, not human beings 

- Millions of Africans were captured from their native lands and brought to America 

- Many colonists who needed free labor for their farms and plantations did not allow these people any rights 

- Millions of Africans died as a result of ___________________ __________________ 

 

 What were the Navigation Acts? 

- Great Britain decided to start enforcing the Navigation Acts that were passed in 1660 and 1663? 

- The purpose of the acts was to regulate colonial __________________ 

- Problems developed as the settlers refused to accept Great Britain's strict control 

- Most American merchants continued to trade with _________ __________________ 

- British officials in the colonies were often ___________ to ___________ the other way 

- More new laws were passed, including the Woolens Act in 1699, the Hat Act in 1732, and the Iron Act in 1750 

- The _______________________ Act, passed in 1733, was Great Britain's direct response to triangular trade 

- This law added a tax to items such as molasses that were imported from the _______ _______________ 

- The threat of fighting back (or rebellion) & the hope for ________________ were growing 

 

 Thought Provoker 

* Why do you think Europeans treated the American Indians and African slaves so poorly? 

 

 Review on the front side 

1. How did farm families get their food, clothing, furniture, and tools? 

2. How did the colonists exchange news and ideas? 

3. Why did the colonists need to trade with other countries? 

4. What is mercantilism? 

5. Which countries practiced mercantilism? 

 

 Review on the back side 

1. What was triangular trade? 

2. How did triangular trade affect American Indians? 

3. How did triangular trade affect Africans? 

4. What were the Navigation Acts? 

5. How did Americans react to the Navigation Acts? 

 

 Creative Writing 

* Write a personal one-page letter as if you are a colonist living in America in the 1700s.  Write to a family member who lives in 

Europe.  Explain what your daily routine is like and whether you like your life as a colonist. 


