
Shays’ Rebellion
How did Americans react to 

Shay’s Rebellion?



Power

Compare the power of State 
Governments to the power of the 

Central Government under the Articles 
of Confederation.



Shays’ Rebellion Textbook 
Read the textbook excerpt.
Answer the following questions:

•What happened in Shay’s Rebellion?
•How is Shay’s Rebellion connected 
to the Articles of Confederation?

•According to the textbook excerpt, 
how did Americans respond to 
Shay’s Rebellion?



Big Idea

The common story about Shays’ 
rebellion is that the Founding Fathers 

realized that the Articles of 
Confederation were too weak and 

thought that the central government 
needed more power to control popular 

uprisings.



Discussion Questions
The government taking farmers’ land 

and throwing them in jail, what does 
this remind you of previously in class?

Where did Daniel Shays, a former 
soldier in the American Revolution, 
come up with the idea to rebel against 
the Massachusetts state government?



Discussion Questions
Samuel Adams on Daniel Shays and his 

rebels, “in monarchies the crime of 
treason and rebellion may admit of 
being pardoned or lightly punished, 
but the man who dares rebel against 
the laws of a republic ought to suffer 
death.”

What is the difference  between the 
actions of Daniel Shays and the actions 



Thomas Jefferson on Shay’s 
Read Thomas Jefferson’s letter to a 

friend in response to Shays’ Rebellion.

When finished answer the questions on 
the worksheet.



Further Discussion Questions if 
What are the pros and cons of a strong 

central government?

Why might Jefferson oppose having a 
strong central government?

Why would the idea of poor farmers 
rebelling be scary to many of the 
people at the Constitutional 



Further Discussion Questions if 
Do you agree with Jefferson’s assertion 

about the “tree of liberty?”

How does this letter challenge or 
expand the textbook’s account?

Why might many textbooks make it 
seem like everyone wanted a strong 
central government after Shays’ 


