
 

 

South	  Warren	  Middle	  
Positive	  Behavioral	  
Interventions	  and	  

Supports	  	  

MAKING	  	  THE	  
GRASS	  	  GREENER	  

     Talk to any turf professional and they will 
tell you the best way to have a perfect lawn is to 
simply establish & maintain a good stand of 
grass.  When your grass is strong & cared for, it 
prevents weeds from germinating & thriving.  
     Maintaining a good environment for turf is 
analogous to maintaining a great school environment 
through PBIS.  Rather than pluck the weeds and treat 
the lawn when problems arise, we use a year-round 
approach to positively and proactively encourage 
student achievement and good behavior.   
     We have great kids, which is just like having 
quality seed.  To establish a good stand of grass, we 
taught procedures from day one.  We regularly water 
it by using a 4:1 ratio of positive to negative feedback, 
remind them of expectations when necessary, and also 
on a regular basis (at least quarterly) we re-reach.  
Fertilizing helps growth, so we reward them when we 
see good behavior.   
     When students know what is expected and are 
rewarded for doing well, referrals decline.   
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Spring	  No	  Referral	  
Challenge 

 

     Between now and May 16, students who receive 
no referrals either in class or to the office will get to 
participate in a fun day reward on May 17.  Please 
encourage your child to follow all school expectations 
for the remainder of the year! 

Warm	  Weather	  and	  
Dress	  Code 

      

     As your child begins pulling out their spring 
wardrobe, help them make good choices about what 
to wear.  It is important as we approach the end of the 
year that dress code is followed.  A copy of the policy 
is available on the website or on pages 18-19 of the 
student handbook. 
   A few common issues we see this time of year: 
• No skin should be seen through the pants above 

the knee 
• Hemlines should be at least fingertip length 
• See-through fabrics are not allowed unless what 

is under them is dress-code acceptable 
• Low-cut or sleeveless tops are not allowed 
• Hair styles or color cannot be “distracting” 
• Extremely tight clothes are not permitted  

Finish	  Strong 

      

     The sun is shining, the birds are chirping, and the 
flowers are blooming.  It’s easy for students to get 
distracted this time of the year and lose focus.  
However, it’s probably one of the most important 
times of the year considering the accountability 
testing and final exams that will soon take place.  
Definitely not the time to “slack off.” 
     Fortunately in each of our past two years, our 
students and staff have stuck it out until the end with 
diligence.  You can help us this year by: 
• talking with your child about what they’re doing 

in school 
• keeping them accountable for their grades and 

homework (ck. Infinite Campus, SWM website) 
• keeping in touch with teachers if they need help 
• having high expectations and sticking to them 
• helping them manage their schedule between 

friends, family, chores, extracurriculars, school 
work, and other activities.                                  J 


