
Opportunities become available throughout the year for S.U.M.M.I.T. kids 
and their parents. This page will link to some these as they arise. 
 
Duke University Talent Identification Program 
Academic talent searches help families find out how advanced students' 
abilities truly are. Traditional testing often fails to measure the variation 
among many gifted students who reach the upper limits of scoring on grade-
level exams. By taking advanced above-level testing (at least two years 
above a student's current grade placement) through Duke	  TIP's	  talent	  
search, gifted students and their families gain a far better understanding of 
where the student stands in relation to his/her gifted peers and what level of 
educational challenge is appropriate. 
 
Duke TIP's 4th/5th Grade Talent Search is the first chance for families of 
qualified students to participate in one of Duke's talent searches and to gain 
access to other programs within Duke TIP. Eligibility for enrollment is an 
honor and indicates outstanding intellectual ability. Participation in the 
4th/5th Grade Talent Search provides students with exciting, stimulating and 
challenging opportunities through online lessons, publications, contests, the 
Duke TIP Book Club and an optional above-level testing experience, the 
EXPLORE test. 
 
Students can enroll in the 4th/5th Grade Talent Search either as a fourth or 
fifth grader. Once enrolled, benefits of participation continue through the 
student's sixth grade year. 
 
Now in its 30th year, Duke TIP's 7th Grade Talent Search is the largest 
program of its kind in the nation, representing participation from 6,000 
junior high and middle schools in the Duke TIP 16-state region. Over 2 
million students have participated in the Talent Search since its inception in 
1980. 
Duke TIP's 7th Grade Talent Search identifies academically talented 7th 
graders based on standardized test scores achieved while attending 
elementary or middle school. Candidates are then invited to take the SAT or 
the ACT as 7th graders, which allows them greater insight into their 
academic abilities. In addition, they gain valuable benefits	  and	  resources for 
gifted students. Check with the building level Gifted and Talented Contact for 
more information. 
 
 
 
 
 



The Summer Camp for Academically Talented Middle School Students 
(SCATS)-June 9-12, 2013 
 
This two-week residential camp provides a wide range of classes for 
academically talented students who are completing the 6th, 7th and 
8th grade this year. SCATS will be offered for the 28th summer this year. 
This is a unique opportunity- be sure to register early. To learn more 
about SCATS,	  click	  here. 
 
 
The Summer Program for Verbally and Mathematically Precocious 
Youth (VAMPY) June 23-July 13, 2013 
 
This residential program provides the opportunity for students to spend 
three weeks studying one course in great depth. To be eligible, a student 
must be completing the 7th, 8th, 9th or 10th grade this year and have earned 
a qualifying SAT or ACT score. This summer will be the 27th for VAMPY. 
 
 
The Carol Martin Gatton Academy of Mathematics 
and Science in Kentucky 
Western Kentucky University houses the Carol Martin Gatton Academy of 
Mathematics and Science in Kentucky. The mission is to offer a residential 
program for bright, highly motivated Kentucky high school students who 
have demonstrated interest in pursuing careers in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics. 
The Gatton Academy also seeks to provide its students with the 
companionship of peers; to encourage students to develop the creativity, 
curiosity, reasoning ability, and self-discipline that lead to independent 
thought and action; and to aid students in developing integrity that will 
enable them to benefit society. 
The goal is to enable Kentucky’s exceptional young scientists and 
mathematicians to learn in an environment that offers advanced educational 
opportunities, preparing them for leadership roles in the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky. 
WCPS has had 18 students to attend Gatton Academy since it was 
established. It is a wonderful opportunity for students and parents alike; the 
admission process needs to be considered long before a student’s junior 
year. The Gatton Academy has an excellent website full of information about 
the center and the application process. Be sure to note the dates for Preview 
Weekends and Informational	  Sessions. 
 


